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By HEDRICK SMITH | 

Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3— The 
commander of the intelligence 
ship Pueblo and part of his 
crew are reported to have 
locked themselves into a com- 
partment on the ship and 
worked for at least 45 minutes 
to destroy secret documents 
and sensitive equipment after 
North Korean sailors boarded 
the vessel 12 days ago. 

Comdr. Lloyd M. Bucher and 
his men apparently worked 
furiously to destroy cpde books 
and equipment, many parts and 
pieces of which they tossed 
through a porthole. They 
fended off North Korean sail- 
ors as best they could and ap- 
parently used explosives of 
some sort to destroy some of 
the secret equipment. 

Officials here believe that not 
all of the equipment was de- 
stroyed. The Government was 
reported to have changed some 
United States Navy codes im- 
mediately as a result. 

This dramatic story of the 
Pueblo’s final resistance to cap- 
ture has been pieced together 
from several reliable sources, 
including members of 
who have been brief! 
highest levels of gove: 



To Our Readers 

Beginning today, the 
newsstand price of the 
Sunday edition of The 
New York Times beyond 
a 200-mile radius of New 
York City, will be 75c. 

Rising costs of produc- 
tion and; of distribution 
make this price increase 
necessary. 


tftmply that the Pueblo had ra- 
was “ e t ° 

mg on me air. According to 
—it soft® Govern- 

officfals reported that the ship ment officials later said that 
had not been fully equipped the final message was: “Send 
with built-in destructive mech- be jP; ,, Thcse ^ mean bus ‘ 
aiiisms for all of her highly 
secret electronic gear. 

Intelligence ships are sup- 
posed to have some type of in- 
cendiary detonating device so 
that if the vessel is about to 
fall into enemy hands, “you 
push two butons and all theyj 
get is a mass of melted metal,", 
aS‘ one source put it. But this 
source and others indicated! 


These sources reported that tbat s j nce there were not 1 
there was a “considerable gap enough automatic destruction 
of time” between the moment devices, the crew had to use 

when the ship’s skipper radioed its ingenuity. 

— n, mro hnaH. Commander Bucher and other 

that North Korean cre w members took some of 

ing his vessel and when he sent the shjp , s code books and other 
his last message, saying he had classified material and equip- 
to get off the air. ment into an armored deck- 

The full story of what hap-i house before the North Koreans 
pened in this i»«rva. when jjjj 

lightly armed electronic intelh , d ec kh 0U se and possibly in 
gence ship was seized last Jan. , otber compartments trying to 
23 and escorted by North Ko-; destroy as much as they could, 
rean patrol boats into the port; They ripped up secret papers 
of Wonsan remains an official! and tossed bits and pieces out 
, _ , _ . , ! the portholes as the Pueblo 

secret. But some details of the, £ ejng taken intQ port 

Pueblo’s final hour at sea are , some sources said that the 
coming to light. ;crew apparently had to use a 

The picture that has been makeshift explosive to destroy 
pieced together thus far indi- or damage some of their equip- 
cates, much more so than the ment. Several sources specu- 

„ ,, rpjwfc lated that hand grenades and 

Governments initial reports , possiWy incendia ^ devices or 

Commander Bucher eyen s j e ^jg e hammers might 

ibis crew acted with dis- 'have been used. 

‘ftatch^and'licr'rnsm once uiey" At one point after the North 

realized that the ship was going Koreans boarded the vessel, the 
reauztu ; ■ , M Pueblo messaged that one man 

to be seized by _tb . had been severely injured. Of- 

reans. ficials here have surmised that 

Government officials report this was either the crewman 
that until the North Koreans later reported by diplomatic 
artnallv boarded the vessel, channels to have died or the 

Commander Bucher apparently one, mentioned in the Pueblo’s 
Commander bu , own message, whose leg was 

had assumed that his vessel , blown off 

was merely undergoing harass- Government officials have 
ment of the sort that other guessed that this injury came 
electronic intelligence ships had jn the process of destroying 


mess. 

Still a third version was that 
the final call was: “I got to go 
off the air, good-by.” 

In reports to members of 
Congress, Secretary of Defense 
Robert S. McNamara was said 
to have expressed complete 
confidence in Commander Bu- 
cher. But some members of 
Congress got the impression 
that the State Department did 
not concur' Wholeheartedly. 


Top Administration officials 
were said to have explained 
that the reason the Pueblo had 
not been given escort ships or 
air cover for protection was 
the fear that this would pro- 
voke an incident. 

This was the gist of Secre- 
tary McNamara’s comments to 
newsmen last Thursday in re- 
sponse to criticism from Rich- 
ard M. Nixon, the former Vice 
President. 

Mr. Nixon, endorsing Presi- 
dent Johnson’s efforts to ob- 
tain the release of the Pueblo’s 
82-man crew, said at a news 
conference at Manchester, N- H-, 
that it was “simply unthink- 
able” that a ship like the Pue- 


undergone previously, 

From the point of boarding 
on, this is the general outline 
of the events that has emerged 
from the Administration’s brief- 
ings of members of Congress 
on the episode. Specific details 
have varied, however, depend 
ing on the source: 

As the North Koreans scram- 
bled aboard, the Pueblo sent a 
message to the effect that she 
was being seized and that her 
crew was proceeding to destroy 
codes, classified papers, and 


quipment. 

A later message from, 
?uebIo said that three • 
vere “wounded,” Gen. Ear£ 
Vheeler, Chairman of the , 


bio, carrying only two .50- 
caliber machine guns as arma- 
ment, had been sent so close 
to the North Korean coast with- 
out protective escorts. 

Mr. McNamara sqid that it 
would have been unthinkable 
to provide escorts because this 
would have amounted to pro- 
vocative action that might have 
led to “firefights.” 

Although the Administration 
has held extensive briefings for 
a considerable number of mem- 
bers of Congress ,some senators 
are reported to have pressed for 
still further details. 

During secret testimony on 
the defense budget last yveqk, 
iretary McNamara and Gen- 


eral Wheeler were reported to| 
have provided the Senate 
|| l Farmed Services Committee with 

[bhiefs of Staff, was ^P°^i t he complete file of the Pue- 
to have suggested in briefings , $ outgo j rig messa ees during 
[to members of Congress that | her seizure> but not the mes- 
Ithis description apparently was sages being sent a t that time 
military parlance, meaningj t0 t he p ue blo from American 
wounded in enemy action. Gen- nava ( headquarters: 

Ural Wheeler was said to have Some senators were said, to 

r- . .i s ■ :4 .u +!■»«, nrrvrri 


[contrasted this with the word 
injured” used for the earlier 

incident. . . „ 

There are differing versions 
highly sensitive electronic gear ^ ^ Pueblo’s final message, 


be eager to get these messages 
as well, in order to investigate 
further the question of why the! 
Pueblo was not sent assistance 
by other American or allied 
forces in the region, 

This was a national disas- 


Approw 


to prevent them from falling ; which was sent, according to| 
into enemy hands. jthe Pentagon, at 12:32 A.M., . . 

Like all such intelligence Eastern standard time, Jan. 23 ter,”Ufle Congrtssional source 
shins the Pueblo had *538 —47 minutes after the Pueblo ; saidi 7i and we want to know 
ships, _ tne ^ radioed that she was being wha t the heck toqjc. place. 

gttTtfW R^tel& d ^|P^/®ii^4lA'-RDF , ''0B0033.8Rq0020022007 1 -4 ^ — 

materials and: equipmejirwjgn The Government’s initial 
in serious trouble. But ijlfaTOS .^jgj^qptspnJtg incident said 



